
	

MORE INSIDE

A Florida’s surgeon general is
preparing to leave his post, 3A
A Monoclonal-treatment site opens
at Tropical Park, 4A
A Florida adds 21,765 daily COVID-19
cases and almost 900 deaths in 1
month, 7A

Michelle Pasko visits her
elderly parents and disabled
brother almost every day at the
Miami nursing home and inde-
pendent living center where her
family has lived since 2019.

Pasko and her parents and
brother are vaccinated against
COVID-19, but they typically
gather outdoors on the campus of
Miami Jewish Health and keep a
healthy distance because “I al-
ways, in the back of my mind,
knew the elderly were much
more susceptible. I did not think
the vaccine was the end-all to
perfect health and everything is

going to be OK,” Pasko said.
Still, Pasko expected that the

nurses and aides and other nurs-
ing-home workers who care for
her 86-year-old mother, Joan
Magliolo, would be vaccinated.

When she discovered in early 

THE VIRUS CRISIS

Florida nursing homes see
jumps in cases and deaths

In Florida, COVID-19
vaccination rates of
nursing-home workers are
among the lowest in the nation.
An employee vaccine mandate
will boost uptake of doses but
also put financial pressure on
nursing homes.

BY DANIEL CHANG
dchang@miamiherald.com

PEDRO PORTAL pportal@miamiherald.com

Miami Jewish Health employees line up to be screened and
tested for COVID-19 before starting their shifts on Aug. 19. 

SEE HOMES, 6A

The state of Florida has recovered $5
million of the $7.5 million paid to the
former CEO of the Florida Coalition
Against Domestic Violence and her staff,
Attorney General Ashley Moody and Gov.
Ron DeSantis said during a Thursday
morning press conference.

Tiffany Carr, who resigned in Novem-
ber 2019 from the agency that she had
worked at for more than two decades, will
pay $2.1 million cash, according to a set-
tlement agreed to with the state. The
insurance companies representing the
former FCADV officers will pay more
than $1.7 million to the Department of
Children and Families and a court-ap-
pointed receiver. Carr was accused of
defrauding the state and federal govern-
ments by manipulating her board of direc-
tors to pad her salary in a scheme that
gave her more than $7.5 million over
three years.

The organization will also be dissolved,
its assets liquidated, and former FCADV
officers Patricia Duarte and Sandra Bar-
nett will pay a total of $60,000. The
coalition’s foundation, a separate entity
created with the sole purpose of support-
ing the Florida Coalition Against Domes-
tic Violence, will also be dissolved and
$1.1 million will be distributed directly to
the 42 domestic-violence centers that the
coalition was intended to support.

“The power that this group was given
for almost 20 years — and their misrepre-

DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE SCANDAL 

State gets
$5 million
from
ex-CEO
and other
sources

The former head of a coalition against
domestic violence accused of
defrauding the state agreed to pay
$2.1 million back to the state. 

BY MARY ELLEN KLAS
meklas@miamiherald.com
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau 

SEE MONEY, 12A

DEATHS, 9A
Pioneering broadcaster
Gustavo Godoy dies in
Miami at 79

CUBA, 9A
Cuba’s leader is
facing rare criticism
from within regime

EVAN VUCCI AP

President Joe Biden pauses for a moment of
silence for the U.S. service members who were
killed in Kabul on Thursday.

WASHINGTON
Two suicide bombers and gun-

men attacked crowds of Afghans
flocking to Kabul’s airport Thurs-
day, transforming a scene of des-
peration into one of horror in the
waning days of an airlift for those
fleeing the Taliban takeover.

The attacks killed at least 60
Afghans and 13 U.S. troops, Af-
ghan and U.S. officials said.

President Joe Biden pledged
Thursday to complete the evac-
uation of American citizens and
others from Afghanistan. He prom-
ised to avenge the deaths of the

U.S. service members, declaring
to the extremists responsible:
“We will hunt you down and
make you pay.”

Speaking with emotion from
the White House, Biden said the
Islamic State group’s Afghanistan
affiliate was to blame. He said
there was no evidence of collu-
sion with the Taliban, who now
control the country.

He asked for a moment of si-
lence to honor the service mem-
bers, bowing his head, and or-
dered U.S. flags to half-staff
across the country.

As for the bombers and gun-
men involved, he said, “We have 
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Medical and hospital staff carry an injured man in Kabul on Thursday.

Attacks kill 13 Americans
and 60 Afghans in Kabul
BY ROBERT BURNS, DARLENE
SUPERVILLE AND MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press

SEE AFGHANISTAN, 2A

AFGHANISTAN

Biden vows to finish evacuation and avenge U.S. deaths
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TALLAHASSEE
The Florida Department of

Corrections will soon close mul-
tiple prisons in North Florida, a
last-ditch effort to grapple with
severe staff shortages, according
to a union representative who
talked to Corrections Secretary
Mark Inch about the move on
Thursday. 

Prison officials plan to shutter
Baker Correctional Institution
and New River Correctional
Institution in the coming weeks,
said Jim Baiardi, the president of
the Corrections Chapter of the
Police Benevolent Association.
Cross City Correctional Institu-
tion, which has been closed due

to flooding damage, will continue
to be closed for an indeterminate
amount of time.

Some work camps, including
Gainesville Work Camp, and
smaller prison annexes in other
parts of the state might also close
soon, Baiardi said.

“[Inch] is going to be closing
some prisons that are close to the
other, temporarily, so he can
redirect the staff and inmates to
places where they can safely run
the institutions for now,” Baiardi
said in an interview Thursday.

The Department of Corrections
confirmed the prison closures in
a statement sent after this story’s
online publication. The state
agency said staff will not lose
their jobs or rank and that it will
make every effort to maintain
inmates in their current custody
status. 

“It is going to help but it is
going to have a minor impact,”
Baiardi said. “This is not the
solution to the crisis. This is a 

NORTH FLORIDA

Slammed by staff shortages
and ‘desperation,’ 
some prisons will be closed

The FDC said the closures ‘will
not result in the early release of
inmates.’

BY ANA CEBALLOS 
AND BEN CONARCK
aceballos@miamiherald.com
bconarck@miamiherald.com
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau

SEE PRISONS, 2A
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Business

Technology and commu-
nication companies led a
broad sell-off on Wall
Street on Thursday follow-
ing deadly suicide attacks
at the Kabul airport in
Afghanistan.

The S&P 500 fell 0.6% a
day after capping a five-day
winning streak with an
all-time high. The Dow
Jones Industrial Average
fell 0.5%, while the Nasdaq
composite lost 0.6%. De-
spite the losses, the three
major indexes are on track
for weekly gains. 

Twin suicide bombings
struck Thursday outside
Kabul’s airport, where large
crowds of people trying to
flee Afghanistan have
massed. The airport has
been the focus of NATO
evacuations from the coun-
try after the Taliban took
over last week.

The declines were wide-
spread, with 10 of the 11
sectors in the S&P 500
closing lower. Technology
stocks, communication-
services providers and a
mix of companies that rely
on consumer spending
accounted for much of the
pullback. Banks and energy
stocks also weighed on the
index. Only real estate
stocks closed higher.

Stocks had been moving
lower in early trading be-
fore the bombings, follow-
ing pullbacks in markets in
Asia and Europe, as in-
vestors looked ahead to the
Federal Reserve’s two-day
conference in Jackson
Hole, Wyoming, which
began Thursday. The sell-
ing accelerated swiftly once
news of the attacks broke. 

“The unfortunate news
that we had around the
airport bombing perhaps
gave people a reason to sell
more aggressively,” said J.J.
Kinahan, chief strategist
with TD Ameritrade.

The S&P 500 fell 26.19
points (0.6%) to 4,470,
while the Dow dropped
192.38 (0.5%) to 35,213.12.
The Nasdaq lost 96.05
(0.6%) to 14,945.81. 

Small-company stocks
shouldered some of the
heaviest selling. The Rus-
sell 2000 index slid 25.29
points (1.1%) to 2,213.98.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Stocks fall after
Kabul bombing;
traders also wait
for Fed

WASHINGTON 
The number of Amer-

icans applying for unem-
ployment benefits rose for
the first time in five weeks
even though the economy
and job market have been
recovering briskly from the
coronavirus pandemic. 

Jobless claims edged up
by 4,000 to 353,000 from
a pandemic low of
349,000 a week earlier,
the Labor Department
reported Thursday. The
four-week average of
claims, fell by 11,500 to
366,500 — the lowest since
mid-March 2020 when the
coronavirus was beginning
to slam the United States.

The weekly count has
fallen more or less steadily
since topping 900,000 in
early January as the rollout
of COVID-19 vaccines has
helped the economy —
encouraging businesses to
reopen or expand hours
and luring consumers.

A resurgence of cases
linked to the highly conta-
gious delta variant has
clouded the economic
outlook. And claims al-
ready remain high by his-
toric standards: Before the
pandemic tore through the
economy in March 2020,
the weekly pace amounted
to around 220,000 a week.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

U.S. jobless claims
rise by 4,000
to 353,000

reasons, including its prox-
imity to Miami Beach and
downtown Miami as well

An undisclosed buyer
from California has paid
$29.5 million for a two-
story residence on Palm
Island, one of the highest
prices ever paid there. 

The 11,056-square-foot
waterfront property at 135
Palm Ave. includes eight
bedrooms, eight bath-
rooms and three half-
bathrooms, according to
Sabal Development, the
home’s seller and devel-
oper. The house has an
infinity-edge marble pool
and jacuzzi overlooking
Biscayne Bay, a rooftop
lounge and a movie thea-
ter. The residence also has
a guest house and a six-car
garage.

“South Florida single-
family home sales are on
fire, particularly the ultra-

luxury housing market,”
said Pascal Nicolai, Sabal
Development’s spec-home
developer.

“This is a result of the
migration of buyers from
New York, New Jersey and
California who were im-
pacted by the 2017 tax
reform. It made it too
expensive to live in those
states,” he continued.
“Additionally, many peo-
ple are working remotely
as a result of COVID and
choosing South Florida as
a home base.”

One Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty Realtor Jef-
frey Miller and Mathieu
Rochette of Compass Flor-
ida represented the seller;
Compass Florida’s Realtor
Liz Hogan represented the
buyer.

Palm Island sits off of
the MacArthur Causeway
and has long attracted
residents for a variety of

as shared amenities with
its sister island Hibiscus.
Connected by Fountain
Street Bridge, the two
communities share securi-
ty, a children’s playground
and basketball, tennis and
racquetball courts. 

The island has a history
of luring famous dwellers
since it was built in the
early 1920s. Gangster Al

Capone, rap mogul Bryan
“Birdman” Williams and
reggaeton star Nicky Jam
have lived there. CC
Homes founder Jim Carr
and his wife, Susan Carr,
and former Miss Ukraine
Olesia Aliseenko still live
on the island.

Demand has increased
for ultra-luxury homes —
those priced at or above
$10 million — in Miami-
Dade County this year.
According to a sales report
by Bespoke Real Estate,
the total of ultra-luxury
sales jumped by about
54%, from 52 deals in the
first quarter to 80 in the
second quarter.

Rebecca San Juan:
305.376.2160,
@rebecca_sanjuan

Palm Island house
sells for $29.5 million
BY REBECCA SAN JUAN
rsanjuan@miamiherald.com

Liz Hogan

An undisclosed California buyer bought the home at 135 Palm Ave. 

THE 11,056-
SQUARE-FOOT
WATERFRONT
PROPERTY
INCLUDES EIGHT
BEDROOMS, EIGHT
BATHROOMS AND
THREE HALF-
BATHROOMS.

Liz Hogan

The house has an infinity-edge marble pool, a jacuzzi, a rooftop lounge and a movie
theater. The residence also has a guest house and a six-car garage.

Beach — the only other
South Florida destination
so far — plus Orlando,
Tampa, and a few other
cities.

Shared rides — targeted
mostly at college students
looking to travel from their
hometowns to a university
hub — start at $20 per seat
and can range to as much
as $50.

A private car ride to and
from one of Hitch’s desig-
nated locations, like a
popular coffee shop, starts

A car service called
Hitch wants you to use its
app to dial up a ride to take
you around Florida. 

Hitch’s pitch: They do
long trips for less. 

The service, already a
hit for intrastate travel in
Texas, is starting up in
Florida on Monday. Initial-
ly, it is offering routes
from Miami to West Palm

at $75. Both these options
have set departure and
arrival times. Drivers
range from professionals
to a family looking to mon-
etize extra space in their
car. 

A door-to-door premier
ride starts at $90. 

Founder Kush Singh said
there hasn’t really been a
new way to travel between
cities since Amtrak in
1971. The service has al-
ready logged some
60,000 rides since start-
ing in the Lone Star State
six years ago. 

“We’re really hoping to
come in this space and
offer something new and
fresh,” he said, “and hope-
fully enable ridesharing
between cities.”

Visit ridehitch.com for
more information. 

Rob Wile: 305-376-3203,
@rjwile

A new car-share
service is on its
way to Florida.
‘Hitch’ a ride
BY ROB WILE
rwile@miamiherald.com

bono. 
Jacobs plans to ask the

Third District Court to
continue to stay the evic-
tion so he can present his
case to the Florida Su-
preme Court.

Jacobs argues that Bank
of New York Mellon,
which foreclosed on Rodri-
guez’s three-bedroom
home in 2018, committed
fraud and violated Flor-
ida’s RICO statute by
using a robo-signed mort-
gage assignment and later
a forged rubber-stamped
endorsement by Country-
wide. Forgery is a crime in
Florida.

“We are going to ask the

Ana Lazara Rodriguez,
the former Cuban political
prisoner who was
scheduled to be evicted
from her Miami home on
Tuesday, won a reprieve in
court on Thursday. 

Judge Peter L. Lopez
granted Bruce Jacobs, one
of the attorneys represent-
ing Rodriguez, a delay
until Sept. 10 to argue the
case before the Third Dis-
trict Court of Appeal. At-
torneys David Winker and
Ray Wasson are co-coun-
sel. All are working pro

Third District Court to
follow the Constitution,”
said Jacobs, who has been
waging a legal battle
against Bank of New York
Mellon and Bank of Amer-
ica, claiming the institu-
tions never stopped pre-
senting fake evidence in
foreclosures, even after the
$25 billion National Mort-
gage Settlement a decade
ago.

“You cannot have banks
committing fraud on the
court with impunity,”
Jacobs said. 

The judge had previous-
ly ruled that the Sheriff’s
Office could serve Rodri-
guez with a writ of posses-

sion — the last step in the
eviction process — on
Tuesday, Aug. 31. 

The eviction was filed by
Vanessa Veytia, a Cali-
fornia resident who bought
the home located near Le

Jeune Road and Southwest
Eighth Street in August
2020 for $415,000.

Rene Rodriguez:
305-376-3611,
@RodriguezRene

Judge grants former political
prisoner in Cuba temporary reprieve
on eviction from Miami home
BY RENE RODRIGUEZ
rrodriguez@miamiherald.com

MATIAS J. OCNER mocner@miamiherald.com

Ana Lazara Rodriguez sits outside of her home on May 6.
Rodriguez is at risk of being evicted.

News publisher Forbes
Global Media Holdings
agreed to go public through
a merger with blank-check
firm Magnum Opus Acqui-
sition.

The combined company
will have a pro forma equi-
ty value of $630 million,
according to a statement
Thursday. Forbes’ manage-
ment team will remain in
place after the deal, which
is expected to close in late
fourth quarter 2021 or
early first quarter 2022.

The announcement is
the latest merger in the
increasingly active news-
media space, which also
saw BuzzFeed Inc. agree in
June to go public through a
deal with a special-purpose
acquisition company. Sep-
arately Thursday, German

publisher Axel Springer
agreed to buy Washington
news site Politico.

The Forbes transaction is
expected to raise about
$600 million of gross pro-
ceeds, including $200
million of cash in Magnum
Opus’ trust account and
$400 million of additional
capital through a private
placement of ordinary
shares, the companies said.

B.C. Forbes founded the
magazine in 1917, and later
handed the reins to his son
Malcolm. Malcolm’s son
Steve then ascended to
president and chief exec-
utive officer in 1990. 

The company said its
brand reaches more than
150 million people world-
wide.

— BLOOMBERG

Forbes agrees to go public through
merger with Magnum Opus SPAC
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Business

Technology and commu-
nication companies led a
broad sell-off on Wall
Street on Thursday follow-
ing deadly suicide attacks
at the Kabul airport in
Afghanistan.

The S&P 500 fell 0.6% a
day after capping a five-day
winning streak with an
all-time high. The Dow
Jones Industrial Average
fell 0.5%, while the Nasdaq
composite lost 0.6%. De-
spite the losses, the three
major indexes are on track
for weekly gains. 

Twin suicide bombings
struck Thursday outside
Kabul’s airport, where large
crowds of people trying to
flee Afghanistan have
massed. The airport has
been the focus of NATO
evacuations from the coun-
try after the Taliban took
over last week.

The declines were wide-
spread, with 10 of the 11
sectors in the S&P 500
closing lower. Technology
stocks, communication-
services providers and a
mix of companies that rely
on consumer spending
accounted for much of the
pullback. Banks and energy
stocks also weighed on the
index. Only real estate
stocks closed higher.

Stocks had been moving
lower in early trading be-
fore the bombings, follow-
ing pullbacks in markets in
Asia and Europe, as in-
vestors looked ahead to the
Federal Reserve’s two-day
conference in Jackson
Hole, Wyoming, which
began Thursday. The sell-
ing accelerated swiftly once
news of the attacks broke. 

“The unfortunate news
that we had around the
airport bombing perhaps
gave people a reason to sell
more aggressively,” said J.J.
Kinahan, chief strategist
with TD Ameritrade.

The S&P 500 fell 26.19
points (0.6%) to 4,470,
while the Dow dropped
192.38 (0.5%) to 35,213.12.
The Nasdaq lost 96.05
(0.6%) to 14,945.81. 

Small-company stocks
shouldered some of the
heaviest selling. The Rus-
sell 2000 index slid 25.29
points (1.1%) to 2,213.98.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

Stocks fall after
Kabul bombing;
traders also wait
for Fed

WASHINGTON 
The number of Amer-

icans applying for unem-
ployment benefits rose for
the first time in five weeks
even though the economy
and job market have been
recovering briskly from the
coronavirus pandemic. 

Jobless claims edged up
by 4,000 to 353,000 from
a pandemic low of
349,000 a week earlier,
the Labor Department
reported Thursday. The
four-week average of
claims, fell by 11,500 to
366,500 — the lowest since
mid-March 2020 when the
coronavirus was beginning
to slam the United States.

The weekly count has
fallen more or less steadily
since topping 900,000 in
early January as the rollout
of COVID-19 vaccines has
helped the economy —
encouraging businesses to
reopen or expand hours
and luring consumers.

A resurgence of cases
linked to the highly conta-
gious delta variant has
clouded the economic
outlook. And claims al-
ready remain high by his-
toric standards: Before the
pandemic tore through the
economy in March 2020,
the weekly pace amounted
to around 220,000 a week.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

U.S. jobless claims
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reasons, including its prox-
imity to Miami Beach and
downtown Miami as well

An undisclosed buyer
from California has paid
$29.5 million for a two-
story residence on Palm
Island, one of the highest
prices ever paid there. 

The 11,056-square-foot
waterfront property at 135
Palm Ave. includes eight
bedrooms, eight bath-
rooms and three half-
bathrooms, according to
Sabal Development, the
home’s seller and devel-
oper. The house has an
infinity-edge marble pool
and jacuzzi overlooking
Biscayne Bay, a rooftop
lounge and a movie thea-
ter. The residence also has
a guest house and a six-car
garage.

“South Florida single-
family home sales are on
fire, particularly the ultra-

luxury housing market,”
said Pascal Nicolai, Sabal
Development’s spec-home
developer.

“This is a result of the
migration of buyers from
New York, New Jersey and
California who were im-
pacted by the 2017 tax
reform. It made it too
expensive to live in those
states,” he continued.
“Additionally, many peo-
ple are working remotely
as a result of COVID and
choosing South Florida as
a home base.”

One Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty Realtor Jef-
frey Miller and Mathieu
Rochette of Compass Flor-
ida represented the seller;
Compass Florida’s Realtor
Liz Hogan represented the
buyer.

Palm Island sits off of
the MacArthur Causeway
and has long attracted
residents for a variety of

as shared amenities with
its sister island Hibiscus.
Connected by Fountain
Street Bridge, the two
communities share securi-
ty, a children’s playground
and basketball, tennis and
racquetball courts. 

The island has a history
of luring famous dwellers
since it was built in the
early 1920s. Gangster Al

Capone, rap mogul Bryan
“Birdman” Williams and
reggaeton star Nicky Jam
have lived there. CC
Homes founder Jim Carr
and his wife, Susan Carr,
and former Miss Ukraine
Olesia Aliseenko still live
on the island.

Demand has increased
for ultra-luxury homes —
those priced at or above
$10 million — in Miami-
Dade County this year.
According to a sales report
by Bespoke Real Estate,
the total of ultra-luxury
sales jumped by about
54%, from 52 deals in the
first quarter to 80 in the
second quarter.

Rebecca San Juan:
305.376.2160,
@rebecca_sanjuan

Palm Island house
sells for $29.5 million
BY REBECCA SAN JUAN
rsanjuan@miamiherald.com

Liz Hogan

An undisclosed California buyer bought the home at 135 Palm Ave. 

THE 11,056-
SQUARE-FOOT
WATERFRONT
PROPERTY
INCLUDES EIGHT
BEDROOMS, EIGHT
BATHROOMS AND
THREE HALF-
BATHROOMS.

Liz Hogan

The house has an infinity-edge marble pool, a jacuzzi, a rooftop lounge and a movie
theater. The residence also has a guest house and a six-car garage.

Beach — the only other
South Florida destination
so far — plus Orlando,
Tampa, and a few other
cities.

Shared rides — targeted
mostly at college students
looking to travel from their
hometowns to a university
hub — start at $20 per seat
and can range to as much
as $50.

A private car ride to and
from one of Hitch’s desig-
nated locations, like a
popular coffee shop, starts

A car service called
Hitch wants you to use its
app to dial up a ride to take
you around Florida. 

Hitch’s pitch: They do
long trips for less. 

The service, already a
hit for intrastate travel in
Texas, is starting up in
Florida on Monday. Initial-
ly, it is offering routes
from Miami to West Palm

at $75. Both these options
have set departure and
arrival times. Drivers
range from professionals
to a family looking to mon-
etize extra space in their
car. 

A door-to-door premier
ride starts at $90. 

Founder Kush Singh said
there hasn’t really been a
new way to travel between
cities since Amtrak in
1971. The service has al-
ready logged some
60,000 rides since start-
ing in the Lone Star State
six years ago. 

“We’re really hoping to
come in this space and
offer something new and
fresh,” he said, “and hope-
fully enable ridesharing
between cities.”

Visit ridehitch.com for
more information. 
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@rjwile
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service is on its
way to Florida.
‘Hitch’ a ride
BY ROB WILE
rwile@miamiherald.com

bono. 
Jacobs plans to ask the

Third District Court to
continue to stay the evic-
tion so he can present his
case to the Florida Su-
preme Court.

Jacobs argues that Bank
of New York Mellon,
which foreclosed on Rodri-
guez’s three-bedroom
home in 2018, committed
fraud and violated Flor-
ida’s RICO statute by
using a robo-signed mort-
gage assignment and later
a forged rubber-stamped
endorsement by Country-
wide. Forgery is a crime in
Florida.

“We are going to ask the

Ana Lazara Rodriguez,
the former Cuban political
prisoner who was
scheduled to be evicted
from her Miami home on
Tuesday, won a reprieve in
court on Thursday. 

Judge Peter L. Lopez
granted Bruce Jacobs, one
of the attorneys represent-
ing Rodriguez, a delay
until Sept. 10 to argue the
case before the Third Dis-
trict Court of Appeal. At-
torneys David Winker and
Ray Wasson are co-coun-
sel. All are working pro

Third District Court to
follow the Constitution,”
said Jacobs, who has been
waging a legal battle
against Bank of New York
Mellon and Bank of Amer-
ica, claiming the institu-
tions never stopped pre-
senting fake evidence in
foreclosures, even after the
$25 billion National Mort-
gage Settlement a decade
ago.

“You cannot have banks
committing fraud on the
court with impunity,”
Jacobs said. 

The judge had previous-
ly ruled that the Sheriff’s
Office could serve Rodri-
guez with a writ of posses-

sion — the last step in the
eviction process — on
Tuesday, Aug. 31. 

The eviction was filed by
Vanessa Veytia, a Cali-
fornia resident who bought
the home located near Le

Jeune Road and Southwest
Eighth Street in August
2020 for $415,000.
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prisoner in Cuba temporary reprieve
on eviction from Miami home
BY RENE RODRIGUEZ
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Ana Lazara Rodriguez sits outside of her home on May 6.
Rodriguez is at risk of being evicted.

News publisher Forbes
Global Media Holdings
agreed to go public through
a merger with blank-check
firm Magnum Opus Acqui-
sition.

The combined company
will have a pro forma equi-
ty value of $630 million,
according to a statement
Thursday. Forbes’ manage-
ment team will remain in
place after the deal, which
is expected to close in late
fourth quarter 2021 or
early first quarter 2022.

The announcement is
the latest merger in the
increasingly active news-
media space, which also
saw BuzzFeed Inc. agree in
June to go public through a
deal with a special-purpose
acquisition company. Sep-
arately Thursday, German

publisher Axel Springer
agreed to buy Washington
news site Politico.

The Forbes transaction is
expected to raise about
$600 million of gross pro-
ceeds, including $200
million of cash in Magnum
Opus’ trust account and
$400 million of additional
capital through a private
placement of ordinary
shares, the companies said.

B.C. Forbes founded the
magazine in 1917, and later
handed the reins to his son
Malcolm. Malcolm’s son
Steve then ascended to
president and chief exec-
utive officer in 1990. 

The company said its
brand reaches more than
150 million people world-
wide.

— BLOOMBERG

Forbes agrees to go public through
merger with Magnum Opus SPAC


